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Tartan Thatch Cowl 
 
A soft pliable Basket Weave stitch cowl 
shaped scarf, using super soft tweed 
yarn.  This pattern is worked on circular 
needles, with a permanent seamless twist 
effect incorporated into the knitting. It is 
also possible to create this twisted cowl on 
straight needles and using a seam. Both 
patterns are given here.

	
YARN
Colour	 	 								Quantity

Jo Sharp Silkroad Aran Tweed

Col 1          125 Tartan  3 x 50g ball

MEASUREMENTS	
Measurements given in inches are approximate. 

One	size	only.

Length			77cm (when worn)

Width			20cm

NEEDLES
1 pair 8.00mm (USA 11) (UK 0)  
(40cm length) circular needles.
or
1 pair 8.00mm (USA 11) (UK 0)  
straight needles. 

ABBREVIATIONS
cm centimetres

K knit

mm millimetres

patt pattern

P purl 
rep repeat

TENSION
12 sts and 20 rows measured over 10cm 
(approx 4 in) of Basket Weave Stitch using 
8.00mm circular or straight needles with 
Silkroad Aran Tweed yarn. 

COWL	(using	circular	needles)
Using 8.00mm circular needles, cast on 193 sts.  
Create	Twist	in	Fabric	Turn the needle as 
if to start the first row, (cast on tail is on 
the left, yarn is coming from the right hand 
point).  Now spread the cast-on row out over 
the length of the circular needle.
Check that all the stitches lay the same way 

ie; with the single loop over the needle and 
the bulk underneath. 
Now make make one twist of the cast on 
yarn so that a few stitches have bulk above 
and the rest have bulk below. Bring the 
needles to face each other to begin knitting 
in the round. This action will have caused 
one stitch to twist on the needles, this 
will create a twist in the cowl as the work 
progresses.
Place a stitch marker on the first stitch using 
a piece of contrasting thread or a plastic	
marker may be used.  
Round	One	 K1, now pass the second stitch 
on the right hand needle over the stitch just 
knitted (as if to cast off) (this action secures 
the circle of stitches in the round without any 
gaps) place marker (192 stitches) *K4, p4; rep 
from * to marker. 
Repeat this round 3 more times (4 rounds in all) 
Round	5		*P4, k4; rep from * to marker.  
Repeat this round 3 more times (now 8 
rounds in all). 
These 8 rounds form Basket Weave pattern. 
Repeat these 8 rounds, 4 times (40 rounds in 
all). Cast off.

COWL	(using	straight	needles)	
Using 8.00mm straight needles, cast on 
40sts.  
Row	1	 *K4, p4; rep from * to end. 
Row	2	 *P4, k4; rep from * to end. 
Rep rows 1 & 2. 
Row	5	 *P4, k4; rep from * to end. 
Row	6	 *K4, p4; rep from * to end. 
Rep rows 5 & 6. 
These 8 rows form Basket Stitch pattern. 
Continue in Basket Weave Pattern until scarf 
measures 154 cm. Cast off.  
Make	loop Before joining the two ends with 
a seam to form a loop, make a twist in the 
fabric. Use Edge to Edge stitch to create a 
flat seam.

Cowl Form



Detail of Thatch fabric.

Silkroad Aran Tweed yarn  
(palette at left) is rich, soft and textured 
and is spun with a blend of extrafine 
wool, silk and cashmere fibres. May 
be worn comfortably against the skin 
by most and suitable for baby. Hand 
Washable.

SPECIFICATIONS 
85% Wool, 10% Silk & 5% Cashmere. 
Tension: 18 sts & 24 rows measured over 
10cm of Stocking stitch using 5.00mm 
needles (USA 8) (UK 6). 
Length: 95m (104 yds) 
50g ball (1 3/4 oz).
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