
018 Ultra Vest 
Yarn: Jo Sharp Silkroad Ultra



Ultra Vest

A classic vest with v-neck and ribbed 
bands. Version 2 has a contrasting texture 
pattern, Version 1 is knitted plain. Both 
versions are the same length.

MEASUREMENTS  
(Measurements given in inches are 
approximate). 
Women’s sizing
A B C

To fit bust
85 95 105 cm
331/2 373/8 413/8 in
Bodice circumference
101 107 113 cm
393/4 421/8 441/2 in 
Bodice length 
51 53 55 cm
20 207/8 215/8 in

YARN
Colour  Quantity
Size  A B C

Jo Sharp Silkroad Ultra x 50g balls
Version 1
Col A   713 Salsa 8 9 10

Version 2
Col A  709 Elm 8 9 10
Col B 710  Cardomom 
  1 1 1

Vest Version 1

NEEDLES
1 pair 6.50mm needles (USA 10.5) (UK 3)
1 pair 7.00mm needles (USA 10.5) (UK 2)
6.50mm circular needle (USA 10.5) (UK 3)
2 stitch holders

TENSION
13 sts and 18 rows measured over 10cm 
(approx 4 in) of St st using 7.00mm 
needles.

FRONT 
(Both versions).
Using 6.50mm needles and Col A, cast on 
66(70,74) sts.
Row 1 (RS)  K2, *P2, K2; rep from * to end.
Row 2 (WS)  P2, *K2, P2; rep from * to end.

Rep rows 1 & 2, 4 times, inc 1 st at end of 
last WS row [67(71,75) sts, 10 rows]. 
Change to 7.00mm needles.
(RS)  Work 2 rows St st (beg with a K row).
Version 1 only
Work 18 rows St st.
Version 2 only
Begin texture patt Row 1 (RS) Using Col B 
K1,* yb, sl1 knitwise, K3; rep from * to last 2 
sts; yb, sl1 knitwise, K1.
Row 2 (WS)  Using Col B K1,*yf, sl1 purlwise, 
yb, K1, K1 wrapping yarn 3 times, K1; rep 
from * to last 2 sts, yf, sl1 purlwise, yb, K1.
Row 3 (RS)  Using Col A K3,* yb, sl1 knitwise 
dropping extra wraps, K3; rep from * to end. 
Row 4 (WS)  Using Col A P3,* yb, sl1 
knitwise, yf, P3; rep from * to end.
Row 5 (RS)  Using Col A K3, *yb, sl1 
knitwise, K3; rep from * to end.
Row 6 (WS)  Rep row 4.
Row 7 (RS)  Rep row 5.
Row 8 (WS)  Rep row 4.
Rep these 8 rows, once.
Row 17 (RS)  Using Col B K1,* yb, sl1 
knitwise, K3; rep from * to last 2 sts, yb, sl 1 
knitwise, K1.
Row 18 (WS)  Using Col B K1,*yf, sl1 
purlwise, yb, K3; rep from * to last 2 sts, yf, 
sl1 purlwise, yb, K1.
Both versions 
(RS)  Using Col A, cont in St st until length 
(incl band) measures 29(30,31)cm, ending on 
a WS row.
Shape armholes (RS)  Cast off 4 sts at beg 
next 2 rows, then 2 sts at beg foll 2 rows.**
(RS) (dec)  Dec 1 st at each end of this row, 
then foll alt rows, 3 times [47(51,55) sts, 11 
shaping rows].
(WS)  Work 1 row.
Shape left armhole & neck (RS)  Dec 1 st at 
beg (armhole edge), work 21(23,25) sts, turn, 
leave rem 24(26,28) sts on a holder.
(WS) (dec)  Dec 1 st at beg next 6 rows 
[16(18,20) sts].
(WS)  Keeping armhole edge straight, dec 1 
st at beg (neck edge) of this row, then foll alt 
rows, 8(9,10) times [7(8,9) sts, 36(38,40) 
shaping rows].
Work 4 rows straight.
Shape left shoulder (RS)  Cast off 2(3,3) sts 
at beg of this row, then foll alt row.  
(WS)  Work 1 row. Cast off rem 3(2,3) sts.
Shape right armhole & neck  With RS facing, 
slip centre st onto a holder and leave. Rejoin 
yarn to rem 23(25,27) sts, and K to last 2 sts, 
K2tog.
(WS) (dec)  Dec 1 st at end of next 6 rows 
[16(18,20) sts].
(WS)  Keeping armhole edge straight, dec 1 
st at end (neck edge) of this row, then foll alt 
rows, 8(9,10) times [7(8,9) sts] [36(38,40) 
armhole shaping rows].  
Work 5 rows straight.
Shape shoulder (WS)  Cast off 2(3,3) sts at 
beg this and foll alt row.
Cast off rem 3(2,3) sts.

BACK 
(Both versions).
Work as for Front to ** [55(59,63) sts, 4 
shaping rows].
Cont armhole shaping (RS) (dec)  Dec 1 st at 
each end of this row, then foll alt rows, 7 
times [39(43,47) sts, 19 shaping rows].

Work 21(23,25) rows straight [40(42,44) 
armhole shaping rows].
Shape shoulders (RS)  Cast off 2(3,3) sts at 
beg next 4 rows.
Cast off 3(2,3) sts, leave 25(27,29) sts on a 
holder. Rejoin yarn to rem 3(2,3) sts.  
Cast off.

MAKING UP 
With RS tog, using backstitch, join shoulder 
seams. Using edge to edge stitch join side 
seams.
Neckband  With RS facing, using a 6.50mm 
circ needle and Col A, pick up 28(29,30) sts 
down left side front neck, 1 st from holder at 
centre front neck, 28(29,30) sts up right side 
front neck, and 25(27,29) sts from holder 
across back neck, inc 1 st in last st 
[83(87,91) sts].
Round 1 (RS)  K0(1,2), P2, *K2, P2 rep from 
* to 2 sts before centre front st, K2tog, K 
centre st, K2tog, **P2, K2 rep from **.
Cont working for 7 rounds, keeping rib patt 
correct and always K2tog either side of 
centre st. Cast off in rib.
Armhole bands  With RS facing, using 
6.50mm circular needle and Col A, pick up 
76(80,84) sts evenly around armhole.
Work 6 rounds of K2, P2 rib.
Cast off in rib. 

Vest Version 2



alt alternate
approx approximately
beg beginning
ch chain
circ circular
cn cable needle
cm centimetres
Col colour
cont continue
dc double crochet
dec decrease
foll follow/ing
in inch/es
inc increase
incl including
K knit
Kb1 knit into the back of stitch
Kfb knit into front and back of  
 K stitch (increases 1 st)
K2tog knit 2 stitches together 
 (decreases 1 st)
K3tog knit 3 stitches together  
 (decreases 2 sts)
M1 make 1 - pick up loop between  
 sts and knit into back of it 
 (increases 1 st)
mm millimetres
patt pattern
P purl
Pb1 purl into the back of stitch
Pbf purl into back and front of  
 P stitch (increases 1 st)
P2tog purl 2 stitches together  
 (decreases 1 st)
psso pass slipped stitch over
rem remain/ing
rep/s repeat/s
rev reverse/ing
rnd round
RS right side
sl slip
sp space
ssk slip 2 sts individually knitwise,  
 K the 2 slipped sts tog through  
 the back loops (dec 1 st)
st/s stitch/es
St st Stocking stitch 
 (knit RS rows, purl WS rows)
tbl through back of loop(s)
tog together
tr treble
vers version
WS wrong side
yb yarn back
yf yarn forward
yfon yarn forward and over needle
yfrn yarn forward and round needle
yon yarn over needle
yrn yarn round needle
yrs years

ABBREVIATIONS 
Easy Ribbed Vest
A simple to knit vest, with minimal shaping. 
The front is made with three panels sewn 
together. Worked in a ribbed fabric, this vest 
stretches to contour the body.

MEASUREMENTS
Measurements given in inches are approximate.
Women’s sizing
A B C D

To fit bust
80 90 100 110 cm
311/2 351/2 393/8 433/8 in
Bodice circumference
66 75 84 92 cm
26 291/2 33 361/4 in
Bodice length
50 51 52 53 cm
193/4 20 201/2 207/8 in

NEEDLES
1 pair 5.00mm needles (USA 8) (UK6)

TENSION
28 sts and 24 rows measured over 10cm 
(approx 4 in) of K1, P1 Rib (unstretched) using 
5.00mm needles.
30 sts and 24 rows measured over 10cm 
(approx 4 in) of K2, P2 Rib (unstretched) using 
5.00mm needles.

BACK
Using 5.00mm needles, cast on 
99(111,123,135) sts.
Row 1 (RS)  K1, *P1, K1; rep from * to end. 
Row 2 (WS)  P1, *K1, P1; rep from * to end.
These 2 rows form K1, P1 rib patt.
Working in K1, P1 rib patt throughout, work 
until length measures 30cm, ending on a WS 
row.
Shape armholes (RS)  Keeping rib patt 
correct, cast off 8 sts at beg next 2 rows 
[83(95,107,119) sts].
Work straight until length (from beg) 
measures 50(51,52,53)cm, ending on a  
WS row. Cast off.

SIDE FRONT PANELS
(Make 2).
Using 5.00mm needles, cast on 31(35,39,43) 
sts. 

Row 1 (RS)  K1, *P1, K1; rep from * to end. 
Row 2 (WS)  P1, *K1, P1; rep from * to end.
These 2 rows form K1, P1 rib patt.
Working in K1, P1 rib patt throughout, 
work until length measures 30cm, ending 
on a WS row.
Armhole shaping (RS) Keeping rib patt 
correct, cast off 8 sts at beg row. Work 
straight until length (from beg) measures 
50(51,52,53)cm, ending on a WS row.
Cast off.

CENTRE FRONT PANEL
Using 5.00mm needles, cast on 
34(38,42,46) sts.
Row 1 (RS)  K2, *P2, K2; rep from * to end. 
Row 2 (WS)  P2, *K2, P2; rep from * to end.
These 2 rows form K2, P2 rib patt.
Work in K2, P2 rib patt until piece 
measures 35cm, ending on a WS row.
Cast off.

MAKING UP
With RS tog, using backstitch, join shoulder 
seams. Join side seams using edge to edge 
st. Insert Centre Front Panel between Front 
Panels, aligning cast on edges at bottom, 
join using edge to edge st.

YARN 
Colour  Quantity
Size  A B C D

Classic DK Wool Heather x 50g balls
906 Orchard 6 7 8 9

Easy Ribbed Vest



Easy Rib Vest 
Yarn: Jo Sharp Classic DK Wool


