
008 Zig Zag Rib Vest 
Version 2
Yarn: Jo Sharp Classic DK Wool 



Zig Zag Rib Vest
A classic vest with crew neck and zig zag rib 
band on bodice.

MEASUREMENTS
Measurements given in inches are approximate.
Women’s sizing
A B C D

To fit bust
80 90 100 110 cm
311/2 353/8 393/8 431/4 in
Bodice circumference (at bust)
87 97.5 108 119 cm
341/4 383/8 421/2 467/8 in
Bodice length (Version 1)
60 61.5 62.5 64 cm
235/8 241/4 245/8 251/4 in
Bodice length (Version 2)
50 51.5 52.5 54 cm
195/8 201/4 205/8 211/4 in

NEEDLES
1 pair 3.25mm needles (USA 3) (UK 10)
1 pair 4.00mm needles (USA 6) (UK 8)
1 3.25mm circular needle (USA 3) (UK 10)
2 stitch holders
1 cable needle

TENSION
22.5 sts and 30 rows measured over 10cm 
(approx 4 in) of St st using 4.00mm needles.

SPECIAL ABBREVIATIONS
cr2fK - Slip next st onto cable needle, hold at 
front of work, P1, Kb1 from cable needle.
cr2bP - Slip next st onto cable needle, hold 
at back of work, Kb1, P1 from cable needle.

ZIg ZAg RIB PATTERN
Multiple of 7 sts
Row 1 (RS)  *K2, Kb1, P2, K2; rep from * to end.
Row 2  *P2, K2, Pb1, P2; rep from * to end.
Row 3  *K2, cr2fK, P1, K2; rep from * to end.
Row 4  *P2, K1, Pb1, K1, P2; rep from * to end.
Row 5  *K2, P1, cr2fK, K2; rep from * to end.
Row 6  *P2, Pb1, K2, P2; rep from * to end.
Row 7  *K2, P1, cr2bP, K2; rep from * to end.
Row 8  *P2, K1, Pb1, K1, P2; rep from * to end.
Row 9  *K2, cr2bP, P1, K2; rep from * to end.

FRONT
Using 3.25mm needles cast on 
105(112,126,140) sts. 
Work rows 1 to 9 of Zig Zag rib patt.
Rep rows 2 to 9 twice (Version 1) or 4 times 
(Version 2), then work row 2 once more  
[26 rows (Version 1) or 42 rows (Version 2).
Change to 4.00mm needles. 
Working in St st, dec 5(0,2,4) sts evenly 
across first row, then work straight until 
length measures 40cm (Version 1) or 30cm 
(Version 2) from beg, ending on a WS row 
[100(112,124,136) sts].
Shape armholes (RS)  Cast off 5(6,7,8) sts at 
beg of next 2 rows [90(100,110,120) sts].
(RS) (dec)  K2, K3tog tbl, K to last 5 sts, 
K3tog, K2. This row sets patt for dec.
Dec 4 sts as set on foll 4th rows, 4(5,6,7) 
times [70(76,82,88) sts, 19(23,27,31) armhole 
shaping rows].**
(WS)  Work 1 row.
Shape left front neck (RS)  Work 30(32,34,36) 
sts, turn, leaving rem sts on a holder. Work 
each side of neck separately.
(WS)  P2, P3tog, P to end.
(RS)  K to last 5 sts, K3tog, K2.
This row sets patt for dec. Dec 2 sts as set 
on foll alt rows, 3 times, then foll 4th row, 
once. Work 3 rows straight.
(RS)  K to last 4 sts, K2tog, K2.
This row sets patt for dec. Dec 1 st as set on 
foll 4th rows, twice [15(17,19,21) sts, 25 neck 
shaping rows]. Work 15 rows straight.
Shape left shoulder (RS)  Cast off 7(8,9,10) 
sts at beg of row.
(WS)  Work 1 row.
(RS)  Cast off rem 8(9,10,11) sts.
Shape right front neck (RS)  Leave 
10(12,14,16) centre sts on a holder, rejoin 
yarn to rem 30(32,34,36) sts, work to end.
(WS) (dec)  P to last 5 sts, P3tog tbl, P2.
(RS) (dec)  K2, K3tog tbl, K to end.
This row sets patt for dec. Dec 2 sts as set 
on foll alt rows, 3 times, then foll 4th row, 
once. Work 3 rows straight.
(RS)  K2, K2tog tbl, K to end.
This row sets patt for dec. Dec 1 st as set on 
foll 4th rows, twice [15(17,19,21) sts, 25 neck 
shaping rows]. Work 16 rows straight.
Shape right shoulder (WS)  Cast off 7(8,9,10) 
sts at beg of row.
(RS)  Cast off rem 8(9,10,11) sts.
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YARN
Colour  Quantity
Size  A B C D

Jo Sharp Classic DK Wool x 50g balls

Version 1
802 Heron 8 9 10 11
Version 2
352 Cottage 6 7 8 9

BACK
Work as for Front to **.
Work 31(31,31,31) rows straight.
Shape right back neck (RS)  Work 
25(27,29,31) sts, turn, leave rem sts on a 
holder. Work each side of neck separately.
(WS)  P2, P3tog, P to end.
(RS)  K to last 5 sts, K3tog, K2.
This row sets patt for dec. Dec 2 sts as set 
on foll alt rows, 3 times [15(17,19,21) sts, 9 
back neck shaping rows].
(WS)  Work 1 row.
Shape right shoulder (RS)  Cast off 7(8,9,10) 
sts at beg of row.
(WS)  Work 1 row.
(RS)  Cast off rem 8(9,10,11) sts.
Shape left back neck (RS)  Leave 
20(22,24,26) centre sts on a holder, rejoin 
yarn to rem 25(27,29,31) sts, work to end.
(WS) (dec)  P to last 5 sts, P3tog tbl, P2.
(RS) (dec)  K2, K3tog tbl, K to end.
This row sets patt for dec. Dec 2 sts as set 
on foll alt rows, 3 times [15(17,19,21) sts, 9 
back neck shaping rows]. Work 2 rows.
Shape left shoulder (WS)  Cast off 7(8,9,10) 
sts at beg of row.
(RS)  Cast off rem 8(9,10,11) sts.

MAKINg UP
Press all pieces, very gently, on WS using a 
warm iron over a damp cloth. Using 
backstitch, join shoulder seams. Using edge 
to edge stitch join side seams.
Neckband  With RS facing, using a 3.25mm 
circ needle, pickup 37 sts down left side 
front neck, 10(12,14,16) sts from holder 
across centre front neck, 37 sts up right 
side front neck, 12 sts down right side back 
neck, 20(22,24,26) sts from holder across 
back neck and 12 sts up left side back neck 
[128(132,136,140) sts].
Round 1 (RS)  *K3, P1; rep from * to end.
Rep this round until neckband measures 
2cm. Cast off in rib.
Armhole band  With RS facing, using a 
3.25mm circ needle and beg at side seam, 
pickup 112(116,120,124) sts evenly around 
armhole.
Round 1 (RS)  *K3, P1; rep from * to end.
Rep this round until armhole band 
measures 2cm. Cast off in rib.
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ABBREVIATIONS
alt alternate
approx approximately
beg beginning
circ circular
cn cable needle
cm centimetres
Col colour
cont continue
dec decrease
foll follow/ing
in inch/es
inc increase
incl including
K knit
Kb1 knit into the back of stitch
Kfb knit into front and back of  
 K stitch (increases 1 st)
K2tog knit 2 stitches together 
 (decreases 1 st)
K3tog knit 3 stitches together  
 (decreases 2 sts)
M1 make 1 - pick up loop between  
 sts and knit into back of it 
 (increases 1 st)
mm millimetres
patt pattern
P purl
Pb1 purl into the back of stitch
Pbf purl into back and front of  
 P stitch (increases 1 st)
P2tog purl 2 stitches together  
 (decreases 1 st)
psso pass slipped stitch over
rem remain/ing
rep/s repeat/s
rev reverse/ing
rnd round
RS right side
sl slip
ssk slip 2 sts individually knitwise,  
 K the 2 slipped sts tog through  
 the back loops (dec 1 st)
st/s stitch/es
St st Stocking stitch 
 (knit RS rows, purl WS rows)
tbl through back of loop(s)
tog together
tr treble
vers version
WS wrong side
yb yarn back
yf yarn forward
yfon yarn forward and over needle
yfrn yarn forward and round needle
yon yarn over needle
yrn yarn round needle
yrs years

cm ............. in
1 ................. 3/8

1.5 .............. 5/8

2 ................. 3/4

2.5 ..............1
3 .................1 1/8

3.5 ..............1 3/8

4 .................1 5/8

4.5 ..............1 3/4

5 .................2
5.5 ..............2 1/8

6 .................2 3/8

6.5 ..............2 1/2

7 .................2 3/4

7.5 ..............2 7/8

8 .................3 1/8

8.5 ..............3 3/8

9 .................3 1/2

9.5 ..............3 3/4

10 ...............3 7/8

10.5 ............4 1/8

11 ...............4 3/8

11.5 ............4 1/2

12 ...............4 3/4

12.5 ............4 7/8

13 ...............5 1/8

13.5 ............5 1/4

14 ...............5 1/2

14.5 ............5 3/4

cm ............. in
15 ...............5 7/8

15.5 ............6 1/8

16 ...............6 1/4

16.5 ............6 1/2

17 ...............6 3/4

17.5 ............6 7/8

18 ...............7 1/8

18.5 ............7 1/4

19 ...............7 1/2

19.5 ............7 5/8

20 ...............7 7/8

25 ...............9 7/8

30 ...............11 3/4

35 ...............13 3/4

40 ...............15 3/4

45 ...............17 3/4

50 ...............19 5/8

55 ...............21 5/8

60 ...............23 5/8

65 ...............25 5/8

70 ...............27 1/2

75 ...............29 1/2

80 ...............31 1/2

85 ...............33 1/2

90 ...............35 3/8

95 ...............37 3/8

100 .............39 3/8

110 .............43 1/4

NEEDLE SIZE CONVERSION
mm ......................USA ....................UK
2 ...........................0 .........................14
2.25 ......................1 .........................13
2.75 ......................2 .........................12
3 ...........................- ..........................11
3.25 ......................3 .........................10
3.5 ........................4 ......................... -
3.75 ......................5 .........................9
4 ...........................6 .........................8
4.5 ........................7 .........................7
5 ...........................8 .........................6
5.5 ........................9 .........................5
6 ...........................10........................4
6.5 ........................10.5* ...................3
7 ...........................10.5* ...................2
7.5 ........................- ..........................1
8 ...........................11........................0
9 ...........................13........................00
10 .........................15........................000
*Depends on brand of needles

Notes
 
TENSION
At the start of each pattern, the required 
tension is given. Before beginning, it is most 
important to check your tension by knitting 
a tension square. Using the yarn, needle 
size and stitch pattern specified, cast on 40 
sts and work approximately 40 rows. Lay 
work flat and without stretching, measure 
10cm both vertically and horizontally. Mark 
with pins. Count the stitches and rows 
between the pins, these should match the 
required tension. If not, try changing up or 
down a needle size. If your tension is too 
loose (too few stitches and rows), try 
smaller needles. If it is too tight (too many 
stitches and rows), try larger needles. 
Incorrect tension will result in a mis-
shapen piece. 

YARN QUANTITIES
Yarn quantities given are approximate 
estimations based on average 
requirements using specified tension and 
Jo Sharp yarn.

COLOUR REPRODUCTION
Inaccuracies of some illustrated yarn 
shades in this book are caused by 
photographic and printing reproduction 
processes that are unavoidable.  
To avoid disappointment, it is advisable to 
view an actual yarn sample before 
purchasing yarn.

METRIC TO IMPERIAL CONVERSION
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